
C O L L A B O R AT I V E  G I V I N G
A  S i m p l e  Way  to  M u l t i p l y  t h e  Powe r  o f  G i v i n g .

 At Community Purse, we help women make a difference in their 
communities, even if they have limited time or resources. We do this through 
giving circles.

 Giving circles sprout from the belief that we can accomplish more for our 
communities through group donations, rather than individuals gifts. Based on 
Christian values, a giving circle is a group of people who pool their donations 
into a single grant. The group then decides where to donate the funds. 

 Giving circles can have as many or as few members as the members feel 
called to include. Regardless of how many members are in a group, the 
collaborative giving has substantial impact. 

 Just how powerful is community giving? Each quarter, each of our 
chapters gives grants of $11,000 to $13,000. 

 These grants have been used in a variety of powerful ways, including:

• Midwest Veteran’s Closet bought a used truck to deliver food and clothing
 to disabled vets.
• Youth and Family Counseling hired a part-time intake coordinator so the
 counselors didn’t have to take turns answering phones.
• Givenkind moved from storage lockers to a warehouse facility to be�er
 serve other nonprofits with repurposed goods.
• Riverside Foundation bought iPads for their adult residents with 
 disabilities. This allows residents to Facetime with family members and
 participate in learning programs.
• Fellowship of Christian Athletes funded summer camp scholarships.

S e e  t h e  I m pac t

By Carolyn Dun, Founder & President of Community Purse



 Giving circles don’t just affect the nonprofits that receive grants. They 
also change the women in the circle. 

 Participating in a giving circle gives women an opportunity to learn more 
about their community, serve and volunteer, and grow relationships with 
like-minded women. Members no longer feel their gifts are insignificant. As one 
member said, “Now I see myself as a philanthropist—I’m part of something 
bigger. I feel invested in the success of the nonprofits I support.”

 This sentiment is common, and it is empowering. After participating in a 
giving circle...

 ...one member presented the giving circle concept to twelve family 
members, and they all decided to create their own. 

 To date, Community Purse giving circles have granted more than 
$375,000 to area nonprofits. All this with three chapters and 180 members. 

 And the grants don’t just help one nonprofit or area of need. As shown 
above, they help organizations across the nonprofit sector.

 Just as our grants run the spectrum, so do our members. They come 
from different age groups, church groups, and socioeconomic backgrounds. 
Their journeys are unique and special, and each member has unique gifts and 
passions. 

 We see this diversity as a strength. Instead of shying away from it, we 
encourage members to use their individuality when determining where to 
target future grants. In fact, all giving circle grant recipients are 
member-nominated. The area leadership team then vets potential recipients to 
ensure the grant has maximum impact.

Fe e l i n g  t h e  I m pac t  at  H o m e



  ...another giving circle member launched a new circle when she 
moved to another state. 

 ...others now volunteer at the nonprofits they support financially, some 
stepped up to serve on the Community Purse board, and a number have made 
referrals to the nonprofits they supported.

 Additionally, some members bring their daughters to their circle’s 
quarterly meetings. This encourages generational generosity and helps us fulfill 
1 Timothy 6:18, which reads, “Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.” 

 What can happen when women give in community? We can take a giant 
step toward wholehearted living and giving.


